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We have a new practice
manager! Kathy Kent is
highly qualified to take our
hospital to a new level of
excellence. She spent many
years in Germany with the
U.S. Army Veterinary
Services (1986-98) then
was manager of a local
veterinary hospital for 3
years. Most recently she
was practice manager/
administrator for Guide
Dogs for the Blind. We are
very pleased to have her
join our family.
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The most beautiful aspect of a cat’s face are the eyes. Mine
are gold but Dr. Thompson can make them any color (she
says the eyes give the photo life and emotion). So let’s ex-
amine some of the problems affecting our cat eyes.
Kittens are born with their eyes closed. They open be-
tween 5 and 10 days. There will be blood vessels on the iris
and a pupillary membrane may be visible. The retina begins
to develop the tapetum (reflective area) at +14 days. By 4-6
weeks the iris will start to show the glorious color of the
adult. The most common problems at this age are bacterial
(Chlamydia or Mycoplasma) or viral (Herpes or Calici) con-
junctivitis. If this occurs before the eyes
open the lids may need to be surgically
separated and antibiotics applied. Up-
per respiratory infections should be
controlled by vaccination of the mom
and clean queening conditions. (often
not possible with rescue and feral cats).
Herpes virus may become latent or chronic in 80% of in-
fected cats. Stress and immune suppression can cause re-
lapse of symptoms. Anti viral and antibiotic eye medications
as well as oral lysine can be palliative. Ulcers need to be
treated aggressively. Congenital malformations are rare in
cats but microphthalmos (small eyes) or buphthalmos (en-
larged globe) are both seen.
Adult cats can have chronic herpes conjunctivitis or develop
corneal ulcers that need immediate medical attention.
continued on pg. 2
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Spay/Neuter Day
On Sunday April 5 Civic
Feline staff volunteered
to spay and neuter feral
cats that were brought
into the Martinez county
shelter. We were able to
prevent many unwanted
kittens and return healthy
cats to their colonies. Pic-
tured are (L to R) Renee
Scroggins (tech) Dr. Tom
Hanson (our new relief
vet) Dr. Melanie Ellis and
Dr. Josie Thompson. A
total of 48 cats had sur-
gery. On May 3rd we “fixed” 15 felines for Community Concern for Cats at our

hospital. Help us by donating to our Topsy Turvy Fund....
o J
/Ophthalmology cont. )

Outside cats are most prone to injury or foreign body in the eye (yes we can run into
foxtails and thorns). Abscesses from fighting and head trauma from accidents can
cause eye injury. A penetrating foreign body in the mouth or an infected upper molar
may cause a retrobulbar abscess. Tumors can occur anywhere in the eye and may
cause bulging of the eye or glaucoma (increased pressure) . An abnormal color to the
iris may indicate melanoma. (As cats age a uniform darkening may occur.) Glaucoma
can also be caused by lens luxation or displacement. Hypoxia for any reason can
cause blindness. Secondary disease such as Felv and Fip can cause uveitis (inflamma-
tion of the globe) and predisposition to tumor.

Elderly cats can have all of the above problems but may have hypertension that can
cause unilateral or bilateral retinal detachment. (Sudden onset of dilated pupil and
blindness). This can be associated with hyperthyroidism. Lens opacity may occur
(senile nuclear sclerosis) but true cataracts are rare. Take home advice: get a Silver
Whiskers work up that includes blood pressure and thyroid test.

Last of all many eye problems are emergencies. Make a same day appointment or go
to the nearest Emergency Clinic.

Bonus trivia for reaching end of article: heterochromia iridum = different color
irises. (Dr. T can do that too in photoshop)
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Reptiles?
Yes Dr. Josie Thompson helps creatures with
scales and shells that walk or slither. She keeps

Rosemary Kelley will retire
June 1st, after 15 years of being
our beloved groomer, dental as-

sistant and all around great staff up with reptile, rabbit and rodent medicine
member. We will still be doing and surgery. (no feathers please)
medical grooming and lion trims )
on a more limited schedule so SHELBY
please call ahead. Remember me? I'm Shelby from

the last mewsletter. | have a rare genetic

defect in calcium metabolism but | am doing
pretty good with lots of TLC,medications,

acupuncture and Dr. Ellis as my mentor. |

am supported in part by the TOPSY

TURVY FUND !

All NEW WEBSITE
MAY 20TH
WE ARE SO EXCITED!
PAGES FOR YOUR CAT'S PHOTO
AND THE PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS!

NEW INFORMATION! IMPROVED NAVIGATION!

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IN THE MEWS OR ON OUR WEBSITE?
PLEASE SEND YOUR IDEAS AND PHOTOS TO:

FELINEDOCS@SBCGLOBAL.NET

Civicfelineclinic.com



